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Freia Lily

THE sun peeked over the horizon, drenching 
Gippsland in amber on a golden Monday morn-
ing this week. 

But as the region’s towns stirred, the sleepy 
streets of a Shakespearean Stratford on Avon 
woke to hundreds of Corellas singing — nay, 
screeching — into the brisk winter air. 

Their presence was a scene more reminiscent 
of a Hitchcock horror, and the fascinating little 
birds have been the source of great distress for 
many across Australia.

They’ve been known to be the torment of 
farmers throughout Victoria, mutilating crops 
with neither care nor the consideration to clean 
up after their feasts.

And in some instances, the feathered friends 
have even gone so far as damaging light fixtures, 
park picnic tables and powerlines.

Stratford resident of five years, Joel, who 
didn’t want to give his surname, says his biggest 
concern is his powerlines.

The weight of the birds gathering on the lines 
each morning has started to pull the fuse box 
connected to the front exterior of his house away 
from the wall. 

Joel says he’s facing about $5000 in structural 
damage if that power line comes down, “not 
to mention a power outage for electricity I’m 
already paying for”.

With the influx of the birds in the past 12 
months, Joel said along with the power lines, 
his fruit trees were being ravaged, and his sleep 
was disturbed with their daily 5am screeching.

Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, Long-billed 
Corellas and Galahs are some of the more widely 

recognised native Australian birds, often dubbed 
collectively as cockatoos.

Earlier this year Alexandria Council in South 
Australia urged the state government to legalise 
a trap-and-gas method to cull flocks of the 
troublesome species.

In Victoria, the birds are protected under 
the Wildlife Act 1975 and any person caught 
harming them, despite intentions to protect 
infrastructure or agriculture, can be prosecuted.

But this hasn’t stopped some residents in 
Stratford joking about shooting them, highlight-
ing the stress the birds are causing among locals.

Department of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning program manager in Gippsland 
Lachlan Clarke encouraged people to review 
the Guidelines for Reducing Cockatoo Damage 
PDF available on the DELWP website. 

It also includes information regarding regula-
tions and permits.

Some of the advice to prevent damage involves 
erecting nets to protect horticultural crops, using 
chicken wire to protect furniture, installing spike 
clusters and electric shock mechanisms, or 
covering timber surfaces with metal sheathing.

If those options don’t suit, the guide also rec-
ommends monitoring their activity and scaring 
the birds as soon as the first ones arrive to help 
prevent large flocks swarming.

“We understand that these birds can cause 
damage to farms, community assets and also 
to private residences,” Mr Clarke said.

“If this is presenting a serious problem, then 
phone us on 5152 0600.” 

For more information, visit the DELWP 
website www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/managing-wildlife/
cockatoos

Corellas are continuing to make their presence felt in Stratford, and some people aren’t happy.  Photos: Freia Lily

Screeching shatters early 
morning calm in Stratford

Corellas again descending on Stratford as the sun rises.  

MORE of the region’s early settlers and Anzacs 
have been added to the Council Approved 
Road Names Register to honour those who 
made contributions to the community, and the 
country.

The name McCann has been chosen for the 
proposed service road into Kilmany as part 
of the yet-to-be completed duplication of the 
highway.

And in Heyfield, the name Fitzpatrick Court 
will be used for the subdivision off River St, 
named after brothers Samuel and Theodore, 
who were born in Heyfield. 

Both men were Anzacs, with Samuel being 
awarded the Military Cross and Theodore 
awarded the Military Medal.

In recognition of their connection to the early 
Stratford settlement, Moller, McLeod, Summers 
and Willett were added, while the names 
Hardy, Williams and Stone — prominent 
Anzacs in the area — will be included on the 
register.

Foards Lane will be used for the unnamed 
laneway running north from Macalister St, 
Sale, along the western boundary of the Sale 
College.

The Anzac names Abercrombie, Adams, 
Anketell, Barnes, Baum, Bingham, Breheny, 
Carr, Collier, Daymond, Donaldson, French, 
Furness, Gibbs, Graham, Gribble, Hansen, 
Hardie, Hazlett, Heyne, Honey, Kerr, Kliene, 
Marrett, McDonald, Pinch, Stephen, Steminger, 
Tait, Treadwell, Walters, Warock, Willman, 
Woodhouse and Woollard will be added for 
various areas within the municipality. 

The Place Names Committee is an advisory 
committee that meets quarterly to make 
recommendations to the council on geographi-
cal place name issues. 

More settlers 
and Anzacs on 
council place 
names list

THE state government is changing payroll tax 
laws, in a bid to make things fairer for new 
parents and the businesses they work for.  

As of Monday, the payroll tax exemption for 
wages paid to employees on maternity leave 
was expanded to include all types of parental 
leave, including paternity leave.  

This will give parents the opportunity to 
spend more time at home with their newborns, 
while supporting the businesses that employ 
them.  

Under the new parental leave exemption, up 
to 14 weeks’ wages paid to an employee taking 
parental leave will be exempt from payroll tax.   

The exemption will also apply to wages paid 
to employees taking supporting partner leave.   

The exemption had not been updated since its 
introduction in 2003.  

The state budget 2019-20 included $214 
million to provide new parents with more 
support, including a dedicated 24-hour phone 
line with specialists in sleep and settling 
issues and home-based sleep support for 7000 
vulnerable families.  
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