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SALE and District Family History Group will meet 
today at 3pm at the group’s rooms in the historic 
Temperance Hall in Macalister St, Sale.  

The group opens its rooms to the public to assist 
visitors with family history research Tuesdays from 
1pm until 4pm, Fridays from 10am until 4pm and 
on the first Saturday of every month from 1pm until 
4pm. 

This will be the group’s annual meeting.
For more information, phone 0413 025 474 or visit 

the group’s Facebook page.  

Family history group meets

Festival of the Little People
THE Festival of the Little People (fairies, elves and 
gnomes) will be held at Brennan Park in Sale this 
September.

The Longford Lions Club, which is organising the 
event, is looking for stallholders for the day, with 
stalls costing $15.

The festival will take place on Saturday, September 
7, from 9am to 1pm.

For more information, phone 0468 961 277 or email 
colesjc71@gmail.com

Grandparent morning teas
WURRUK Community House hosts morning teas 
for people who care for their grandchildren, giving 
them a chance to speak with other grandparents in 
similar situations.

The morning teas are held Tuesdays from 10am 
until noon at the house, 4 White Court.

Entry is by gold coin donation.
For more information, phone 5143 2292.

Seniors poetry day in Heyfield
GIPPSLAND Bush Poets will host a seniors poetry 
day with lunch at Heyfield Memorial Hall on Friday, 
July 26, at 10.30am.

The day will consist of an hour of bush poetry 
prior to lunch, to be provided by the staff at the 
Memorial Hall, and there will be another hour of 
bush poetry after lunch.

There will be door prizes drawn on the day.
Entry costs $10, and all proceeds go to the 

Memorial Hall.
Bookings are essential.
For more information and bookings, phone Wendy 

Rhodes on 0439 451 892, Paul Connolly on 0400 176 
923 or email info@heyfieldhall.org.au

Community briefs are published for charity groups and 
non-profit organisations free of charge, as space permits.

Email briefs to news@gippslandtimes.com.au with 
‘community briefs’ in the subject line.

Freia Lily

THIS city gal was fortunate enough to spend 
the past two weeks in the country while on a 
journalism placement at the Gippsland Times, 
in Sale.

Although I grew up in a small town on the 
Sunshine Coast in Queensland — roughly 6000 
people smaller than Sale in fact — I’ve opted to 
live the bustling, and somewhat overwhelming 
city life for the past eight years.

So it goes without saying, when the opportunity 
arose to get out of the big smoke for a wee while, 
I jumped at it with open arms, wide-eyed and 
bushy-tailed.

Perhaps the biggest surprise I’ve encountered, 
is that after two weeks, I’m still in awe every 
morning at how aesthetically beautiful the region 
is, whether it’s a clear, blue sky that stretches on 
as far as the eye can see, or a misty, frost-covered 
dawn reminiscent of a scene from a Cormac 
McCarthy novel.

As a photographer by trade, I was never short 
of visual inspiration.

Before I arrived, I must admit I felt a little 
trepidation at how I would, or would not, be 
welcomed into Sale.

In Melbourne, there tends to be an individu-
alistic mentality, you can walk down the street 
and feel invisible at times.

I worried I would stick out like a sore thumb 
in the country.

Although I wasn’t wrong — it took two mornings 
before the baristas at Redd Catt asked where I’d 
blown in from — the hospitality I received was 
both warm and comforting.

Akin to a woollen sweater pulled hastily on 
during those icy -3°C mornings endured.

I never knew how much I enjoyed feeling my 
fingers until I no longer could.

It’s refreshing to walk down the street and 
make eye contact with the people you share the 
town with.

It reminded me of where I grew up. There is a 
wonderful intimacy in small communities.

That camaraderie is evident in the local news.

I loved seeing the responses to stories and how 
invested everyone is in the changing landscape of 
Wellington Shire, whether it is the introduction 
of emergency services in Rosedale, or concern 
for alarmingly high kangaroo deaths at Dutson.

Rural reporting holds a vastly different signifi-
cance than in the city.

For me personally, there seems to be a greater 
weight on journalists’ shoulders to do their job, 
and to do it well.

It almost feels like more people are listening 
in the country.

In the same breath, there was a little concern 
in the back of my mind that finding balance in 
the region was harder to come about.

Collectivism is a huge part of the culture out 
here, and that can be difficult to infiltrate at times. 

When a community shares a common goal, it 
is rather daunting to come in and pose, or even 
find, another side to the story that so comfortably 
suits them. 

When a journalist’s job can be to ruffle feathers 
in a town who prefers to keep theirs preened, a 
certain kind of isolation ensues. 

Social, religious and political conservatism also 
feels louder here than the far-left streets of Fitzroy 
North I call home.

It is something I am still trying to keep an open 
mind to, because I do believe a healthy society 
requires that balance, however I was conscious 
of biting my tongue on several occasions.

 When being called “girl” by a middle-aged man, 
for instance.

Or having someone described to you with their 
sexuality being the leading element of their 

personality, as if it was a negative.
Hearing sentences that begin with “I’m not 

racist, but ...”.
Even something as simple as not eating meat 

or drinking cow’s milk can be used against you 
as a sort of social stigma. 

I’m the first to admit I am not one to normally 
bite my tongue, but I guess that came with the 
thought that healthy debate seems less common 
in rural areas.

Change is slower, and somehow I didn’t think 
my two cents would make much of a difference.

Nonetheless, I am very grateful to everyone at 
the Gippsland Times who took me under their 
wing.

Overall, it’s been an incredibly fruitful experi-
ence and one I’ll take with me into, hopefully, a 
career just as prolific as my time spent in Sale.

I’d even like to say thank you to the two men 
who photographed me with their phones in the 
Gippsland Centre parking lot on my penultimate 
day in town.

While I waited for a man to return to his 
truck whose bull bar I accidentally nicked, the 
vigilantes made sure I wouldn’t get away with 
my heinous act of misfortune.

Calling me “four-eyes” and laughing was a little 
unnecessary, but who am I to judge?

Maybe I should get my glasses checked.

Freia Lily is a third year journalism student from 
RMIT who has been on placement with the 
Gippsland Times. Her hard work, enthusiasm 
and bright personality has been appreciated in 
the office, and we wish her all the best in future 
endeavours.

Tree change reflection
Opinion:

Scenes like this have made the tree 
change a memorable experience.

Photo: Freia Lily
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THE NEW PUBLIC BAR
COME ENJOY

Catch our Country Race Meetings! 

Contact the Club on 5144 2962 
or visit

www.saleturfclub.com

Thursday 11th July 2019 & Wednesday 31st July 2019
The 2019/2020 Racing schedule has been released!
Come enjoy our Sunday Fun Day Meetings
08-September-2019 (Sun) - Ladies Day
27-October-2019 (Sun) - Sale Cup
22-December-2019 (Sun) - Xmas
12-January-2020 (Sun) - Kids Day Out
02-February-2020 (Sun) - Sale Quality
15-March-2020 (Sun) - Community Clubs
29-March-2020 (Sun) - Maffra Cup
26-July-2020 (Sun) - Christmas in July G
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